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“While there is no doubt these bushfires are
bad and may get worse, fuelling more talk of
the nation battling an unprecedented fire
threat this summer, the blazes that continue
to plague the eastern states and Western
Australia are nothing new. They do not_
compare with some ofthe more extreme fire

disasters in Australia's short history, such as
the Black Thursday conflagration of 1851 that
burned five mil)(ion hectares and was so
intense that ships 30km off the coast of
Victoria reported corI?ing under ember
attack.”

Johnstone, Craig. 2019. “History of Disasters Shows There Is
Nothing New about Nation’s Destructive Blazes.” The
Australian, December 31, 2019.

https://histor y-app.vercel.app
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In November 2019 the official app of the

NSW Rural Fire Service, “Fires Near Me,”
became the fastest downloaded App on

both Android and Apple platforms. The

app, designed to alert users to both
proximity and severity of bush-fires,
became the official prism through which O
the unfolding disaster was interpreted.

The map possessed an intensity that
belied its simplistic rendering as users _ VICTORIA
watched fires tick over from “watch and o
act” to “emergency” status in real time.

Although temporally located, the severity

of certain fires meant they became a

static part of the interface. An uncanny

habituation occurred for the user as

event was rendered geography and fire

became a recognisable and immutable

aspect of the landscape.
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"It is clear from many nineteenth-century
sources that bushfires had become an
inescapable part of Summer life in Australia.
But the history of bushfires in the second half
of the century is fragmentary because they
were so common that they were not reported

unless they were close to settled districts,
widespread, or disastrous."

- Collins, Paul. (2009) Burn the Epic Story of Bushfire
in Australia, Scribe, Brunswick, Australia. p.75.
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Search for

bushfire in Trove

Download all results using the
Trove API (Application
Programming Interface)

Home / Search results

All Newspapers & Magazines & Images, Maps & Research & Books & Diaries, Letters & Music, Audio & People & Websites  Lists
Gazettes Newsletters Artefacts Reports Libraries Archives Video Organisations
‘ bushfire
Advanced search
I NEWSPAPERS & GAZETTES 119,775 totalresults Sortby: | poiovance R N REFINE YOUR RESULTS

BUSHFIRE BUSHFIRE INCIDENTS
B Article lllustrated - Yass Tribune-Courier (NSW : 1929 - 1954)  [5] Thursday 19 January 1939 - Page 7

... with little harm, owing to the force of the wind. No man was more valuable at the bushfires on the Wee ... BUSHFIRE
BUSHFIRE INCIDENTS One man was in his car on the other side of the Murrumbidgee when he ... 992 words

[# Text corrected by 3 Voluntroves

BUSHFIRE
B Article - The Longreach Leader (Qld.: 1923 -1954) (5] Friday 15 October 1954 - Page 24
... BUSHFIRE Last week-end a fire started on the Corfield Reserve, which ex-tended to "Venture Downs ... 62 words

[# Text corrected by 2 Voluntroves

Type
Newspaper (118k)
Gazette (1k)

Place
New South Wales (48k)
Victoria (18k)
South Australia (17k)
Western Australia (15k)
Queensland (11k)
ACT (6k)

Tasmania (74
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Morgan, F. (2021). Historical_Fires_Near_Me (Version 1.0.0) [Computer software].
https://doi.org/10.5281/zen0d0.6622328

Extract 200
words

surrounding
‘bushfire’

Break individual articles into smaller segments, 200 words
surrounding mention of ‘bushfire’ retaining all important
metadata

A DISASTROUS BUSH.FIRE.

— et
One of the wost disastrons bush-fires Wwhish

has evor taken place in the Clarenden dis-

trict since its occapation by a farming po&:l-
lation ocourred on Wednesiay and Thursdsy
last, the sad result of which is the almost

total destruction of all the crops and féncing

bebween a point known as Jinkin's Water-
hole and Heall's farin. The ares consist

of aboul 2000 or 5000 ncres, and is ocoupied-

by aboat 20 or 30 small dairy farmers, who
grow occasional patchies of potatoes and
eorn.  The principal part of the land
however, is kept [or grazing purposes, and
B enbdivided into small paddocks, It
cstimated that about G0 miles of fencing
havo been destroyed hy the fire, and to re-
place the daumage to the fences alone a sum
o abont £5000 would Le required.  Alto-
getbior the loss is said to amount to aboul
£12,000. The whole extent has been clean
swept by the fire, and presents fo the eyen
bald, black expanse of country of dreary and
naked desolation.  Such was the terror in-
spired by the rolling tide of fame as it ad-
vanced, that all efforts were paralysed.
Indeed no cxertion eould Be of any avail
except in the more imwediate nciphborhyod
of the little homesteads. It has not been
acertaived whether any cattle woro lost,
oxeept_ a hor;c which wn_b seen between
tvo fires, withont any possibility of escape,
being slowly roasted alive.—Courier.

"A DISASTROUS BUSH-FIRE." Geelong Advertiser (Vic. : 1859 -

1929) 16 January 1878: 3. Web. 9 Apr 2025
<http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article 149820987>.
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|dentify
placenames

As I stood on the deck of one of the
largest of the Peninsular and

Oriental Company’s steamers, that
now almost annihilate distance
between

England and her colonial
possessions, taking a last look at the
land

where I had left youth, womanhood,
kindred, friends, and the dust of
parents, I thought, “Is there anything
I can do in return for all God

has done for me here--anything to
prove my gratitude to the many true
friends I am leaving: the Australians,
young and old, who have thronged
around us to bid us farewell?” Nearly
half a century has passed since
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‘ ’ https://github.com/Finnoscarmorgan/Historical Fires Near Me

Developed ‘heuristic’ program to determine
geographic coordinates

Generate co-
ordinates using

custom

disambiguation

software
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Figure 4. Average and median word count for all bushfire
articles 1850-1900
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Figure 19. Topic modelling of the text from the body of bushfire newspaper articles 1850-1900 featuring a topic
Jfocused on the scale of the destruction of bushfires.
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Figure 18. Topic modelling of the text taken from the headlines of bushfire newspaper articles 1850-1900
. Sfeaturing a topic focused on the scale of destruction of bushfires.

Figure 17. Newspaper articles with fire in the title as percentage of total Trove articles over time

75 The most representative words for the topic that indicate the scale and severity of damage from bushfires,
derived from topic modelling of bushfire newspaper article headlines, include: “bush fires,” “fire,” “telegraph,”
“great,” “destructive,” “disastrous,” “near,” “electric,” “damage,” “Monday,” “destroyed,” “burnt,” “extensive,”
“destruction,” “Tuesday,” “terrible,” “serious,” “Sunday,” and “heat.” Similarly, the most representative words
of a similar topic from the body of the newspaper articles include the terms: “fire,” “bush fires,” “destroyed,”

“grass,” “raging,” “miles,” “burnt,” “damage,” “fencing,” “large,” “district,” “burning,” “acres,” and “several.”



Placenames in this dataset are more closely
associated with public responses and cultural
acknowledgments of bushfires than with their precise
geographic locations. This concession does not
invalidate the research objectives or undermine its
capacity to contribute to discussions on Australian
cultural and environmental history. Rather, it
highlights the contingent nature of the data
produced. The locations in this dataset do not
necessarily correspond to the exact sites of historical
bushfires but instead capture placenames that
appear in linguistic proximity to the term “bushfire.”
Close reading and analysis indicate that this
proximity typically signifies a meaningful relationship
between place and disaster. Geographic locations in
the corpus often reflect communities affected by,
witnessing, or responding to bushfires, whether
directly impacted or situated nearby. Additionally, a
temporal dimension emerges, as the publication date
of an article reflects public responses and cultural
acknowledgments of bushfire events rather than the
precise timing of the fires themselves.
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Abstract

Victoria, Australia consistently experiences significant
bushfires. This article examines the ways in which
public inquiry recommendations after major bushfires
in Victoria have played an important role in shifting
the emphasis of emergency management organisations
(EMOs) from bushfire response to bushfire prepared-
ness through hybrid emergency management arrange-
ments. Based on a qualitative analysis of Victorian pub-
Tic inquiry bushfire reports from 1851 to 2020, this study
shows that public inguiry recommendations contribute
{0 new emergency management arrangements. These
new arrangements have seen organisational hybrid-
ity emerge as a way of achieving greater integration
between EMOs. These findings have important impli-
cations for research related to managing natural hazard
events such as bushfires which, to date, has proposed
that public inquiries hinder the ability of EMOs to learn

natural

This study also shows how emerging organisational
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Key facts and findings
Process of enacting
legislation to provide for
the effective
management of crown
and private land to
manage the use of fire as
it relates to timber
reserves for industry and
climatic change

Source: Victoria’s
Forestry Heritage (2023)
and The Argus (1865a).
Extensive damage to
property including
destruction of
homesteads and fencing
Source: Royal
Commission on State
Forests and Timber
Reserves (1900).

Inquiry

Type: No formal review

Type: No formal review
but is mentioned in
Royal Commission on
State Forests and Timb
Reserves (1900)

A Royal Commission ‘t
investigate the general
question of forestry anc
forest control and
management in Victori
was constituted in 1897
Its final report, presents
in 1901, resulted in the
first effective forest
legislation in the form
the Forests Act 1907.
Source: Royal
Commission on State
Forests and Timber
Reserves (1900).

Key outcomes

Parliament rejects calls for disaster relief for farmers left destitute by
Black Monday, arguing that ‘the house is too frequently appealed to in
cases of this kind’ and warning that granting aid could set a precedent
for annual disaster relief requests (The Argus, 1865b). Recommendations
to amend the Amending Land Act 1865 to address deforestation and fire
damage in the Central Goldfields region are proposed but not
implemented (The Geelong Advertiser, 1866).

The Surveyor-General et al.’s (1865) report highlights the need for
legislation to protect forests from fire, a concern that is reiterated in
several government documents from this period (The Surveyor-General
et al., 1865; Victoria Department of Agriculture, 1874).

Indirect references to legislative inadequacies appear in Notes and
Suggestions on Forest Conservancy in Victoria (d’A Vincent, 1887), which
recommend creating a Forest Act to establish stronger authority for fire
prevention (pp. 27-28). These recommendations are echoed in the Report
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“While there is no doubt these bushfires are
bad and may get worse, fuelling more talk of
the nation battling an unprecedented fire
threat this summer, the blazes that continue
to plague the eastern states and Western
Australia are nothing new. They do not_
compare with some ofthe more extreme fire
disasters in Australia's short hIStOF]}/, such as
the Black Thursda)( conflagration of 1851 that
burned five million hectares and was so
intense that ships 30km off the coast of

Victoria reported coming under ember

I

attack.’

Johnstone, Craig. 2019. “History of Disasters Shows There Is
Nothing New about Nation’s Destructive Blazes.” The
Australian, December 31, 2019.
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