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‘There is one thing that all networks, 
however, have in common: they are always 
connective. They do not rely on powerful 
models of rootedness or nativity but on 
contiguity and conjunction, on distance and 
accidental ties as well as close ones. To 
focus on the network as a form is to 
articulate points of contact and 
connectedness, rather than to take these 
for granted.’

Caroline Levine, ‘From Nation to Network’, 
Victorian Studies 55.4



● Research Focus:

○ Analysing presentation of archives as 
catalog records, not historical relations 
or archive contents.

● Primary Objective:

○ Emphasis on presenting archives as catalog 

records.

○ Catalog records as crucial for declaring and 

retrieving archival material.

● Complex Access Process:

○ Archival collections inaccessible to the 

public.

○ Access involves reading Finding-Aids.

○ Negotiating access terms and bureaucracy.

● 'Opening Up' the Archive:

○ Recent interest in Design and Digital 

Humanities.

○ Aims to address access constraints.

○ Generous Interfaces and critical use of 

meta-data to improve institutional practices.

Research Questions:

● What is the ‘archival extent’ (size in 

metres) of each archive, and how can 

this provide insight into questions of 

cultural significance and value?

● How can we measure significance in the 

archives based on connections between 

different archives?

● How does this process provide a critical 

position from which to interrogate 

questions of cultural significance?



Network analysis is a powerful method for studying 

relationships and connections within complex systems. It 

involves visualising and analysing the links (edges) 

between various entities (nodes) to reveal patterns, 

structures, and insights that might not be apparent at 

first glance.

Nodes: Represent entities such as people, 

organisations, or data points.

 Edges: Depict connections, relationships, or 

interactions between nodes.



Catalogue entry for Charmian Clift at The National Library of Australia



Example of metadata and format retrieved from NLA Catalogue

● 974 archives harvested 

from the NLA

● 4444 different 

individuals mentioned 

in the catalogue 

metadata

● 6094 entries in final 

database



Size Matters 



Betweenness centrality is a key concept in network 
analysis that measures the importance of a node 
(or sometimes an edge) in a network based on its 
ability to act as a bridge or intermediary between 
other nodes.

It quantifies the extent to which a node lies on the 
shortest paths between other pairs of nodes in the 
network. Nodes with high betweenness centrality 
play a critical role in maintaining connectivity 
within a network.





● What is the ‘archival extent’ (size in 

metres) of each archive, and how 

can this provide insight into 

questions of cultural significance 

and value?

● How can we measure significance in 

the archives based on connections 

between different archives?

● How does this process provide a 

critical position from which to 

interrogate questions of cultural 

significance?



● 974 archives harvested 

from the NLA

● 4444 different 

individuals mentioned 

in the catalogue 

metadata

● 6094 entries in final 

database



Closeness centrality can be a useful metric for 
identifying individuals or entities with the potential 
for greater influence in social networks. Those with 
high closeness centrality can spread their influence 
more effectively because they are well-connected 
to others.




